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Minneapolis rock band catches a ride overseas to play for U.S. Troops

Pop-rockers, Catchpenny, join up with Armed Forces Entertainment to tour Middle East for first time

Catchpenny, Minneapolis-based alt-rock, powerpop band, is headed to the Middle East to share their energetic rock sound with U.S. troops stationed in Kuwait, Iraq, UAE August 3-22. This will be the band’s inaugural tour with Armed Forces Entertainment. 

“This is huge for us, it’s a great and patriotic opportunity for us do what we can to help while having the trip of a lifetime. We feel so fortunate to be able to play for such an amazing audience,” said Christian Schauf, vocals and guitar. “ On a personal level my brother served in Iraq for 18 months, so this is a real honor for us.”

Catchpenny formed four years ago, founded by brothers Christian and Zach Shauf on vocals and guitar and Eric Raum on lead guitar.  They released their first album, titled “Chance for a Lifetime” in 2005 and a follow up effort “From Where You Are,” in 2006. 



With two critically acclaimed albums under their belts and after touring over 100 shows each year, the group has established a loyal fan base across the nation. Catchpenny has also gained industry notoriety by collaborating creatively with producer Micheal Bland, Phil Solem of the Rembrants, Tommy Barbarella who has worked with Prince and Tommy Stinson of Guns and Roses fame.  Additionally, they have opened for a variety of national acts including the Gin Blossoms, 3 Doors Down, Lifehouse, Hanson, Cowboy Mouth, Big Head Todd and the Monsters, Soul Asylum.


Catchpenny’s music has been featured on national television spots for ESPN and Arizona Jeans. The band is also heavily involved with a non-profit group called CureDuchenne. This organization fights to find a cure for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, a rare form of the disease. The band has played numerous shows to benefit the cause.

“Catchpenny’s fresh sound is upbeat and energetic,” said Army Captain Erik Ogilvie, Armed Forces Entertainment circuit manager for Southwest Asia. “And they’re great live performers so they’re sure to be a big hit.” 

Armed Forces Entertainment is the lead Department of Defense agency for providing entertainment to U.S. military personnel serving overseas, with priority given to those in contingency operations and at remote and isolated locations. The Department of the Air Force is the executive agent of Armed Forces Entertainment. Founded in 1951, Armed Forces Entertainment brings a touch of home to more than 500,000 troops annually, embracing the best of Americana that stretches across all genres of entertainment.  Visit www.armedforcesentertainment.com for more information. 
For more information on Catchpenny, visit www.catchpennyband.com.
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