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   Cody Marks tours Caribbean for Armed Forces Entertainment
Singer-songwriter welcomes chance to play for “the guys who really need it”
Cody Marks, a Los Angeles-based singer/songwriter who mixes down-home rock-and-roll with old-fashioned grit, is heading out on her first tour with Armed Forces Entertainment, performing for troops in Guantanamo Bay, Puerto Rico, Honduras and Curacao from October 11-25.  

“I’ve been wanting to do this for about three years now,” says Marks.  “I really want to support these guys.  They’re all rock stars and should be treated that way.”

Marks grew up in Florida and was raised on old standards, from Johnny Cash and Willie Nelson, whose influences are evident in her unique sound.  A self-described tomboy, Marks also used to play with baby alligators for fun when she was little.  “When they got to be over two feet, it was time to throw them back,” she says. 

There’s something about that fearless nature that comes across in her music.  Marks’ gritty voice is built for belting out Joplin-esque rock-and-roll and doesn’t sound like that of a typical songstress.  “My mother used to tell me, ‘whatever you do, don’t sing,’” she recalls.  So, at first, instead of singing, she picked up a guitar when she was around nine years old.  It wasn’t long, though, before she found her voice.  “You just have that kind of stuff in you,” she says, and she’s letting it out now.

Another lesson her mother taught her did stick, though.  “She told me to be interested – not interesting,” Marks says.  That’s something that will enhance Marks’ experiences on tour as she interacts with the troops.  She’s especially looking forward to staying in the barracks on base to get to know her audience a little better.  “That’s just as important as the music,” she says.  “Hanging out with the troops is going to be a blast.”

-MORE-
“We’re so glad to get Cody to join us on this tour,” says U.S. Marine Corps Captain Jamie Fleischhacker, Armed Forces Entertainment circuit manager for the Caribbean and Pacific.  “Her music is so heartfelt and familiar that we know it’ll be a great show for our troops.”

Marks is looking forward to playing classic covers as well as tracks from her new album, “Blood.”  “I’ve never been more proud of all these songs,” she says. “They’re 100% me.”  Her lyrics from singles like “Push and Pull” and “Dear John” have widespread appeal because anybody can relate to them.

“I really want to support these guys,” she says.  “I can’t wait to get out there and play some good-old American rock-and-roll to make them forget for just a few minutes where they are.”  

Armed Forces Entertainment is the lead Department of Defense agency for providing entertainment to U.S. military personnel serving overseas, with priority given to those in contingency operations and at remote and isolated locations. The Department of the Air Force is the executive agent of Armed Forces Entertainment.

Founded in 1951, Armed Forces Entertainment brings a touch of home to more than 500,000 troops annually, embracing the best of Americana that stretches across all genres of entertainment. Visit www.armedforcesentertainment.com for more information.

To learn more about Cody Marks, visit www.codymarks.com.
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