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“Legends of Aerospace” Tour Launches to Build Troop Morale 
Neil Armstrong, Jim Lovell, Gene Cernan and others to visit soldiers overseas 

   
Washington, DC -- Armed Forces Entertainment, in association with Morale Entertainment and American Airlines, is pleased 

to announce the “Legends of Aerospace” Tour is heading downrange to bolster troop morale next month. Organized by the 

Morale Entertainment Foundation, Inc., this tour will bring Americans, including famous aviators and astronauts, to visit our 

military stationed in Europe and Southwest Asia. Confirmed participants include Neil Armstrong and Gene Cernan, the first 

and last men on the moon; Captain Jim Lovell, Commander of Apollo 13; Bob Gilliland, test pilot and the first man ever to fly 

the SR-71 Blackbird, known to be the fastest and highest-flying production aircraft in the world; and General Steve Ritchie 

(Ret), the last Air Force Pilot Ace. 

 Also traveling on the “Legends of Aerospace” Tour will be two outstanding media legends: David Hartman, first host 

of Good Morning America, who will be the moderator for the panel discussions; and Jeffrey Kluger, senior writer with TIME 

Magazine. Kluger and Lovell co-wrote Lost Moon, the book on which Ron Howard’s movie Apollo 13 is based. 

Captain Jim Lovell, commander of Apollo 13, said of the upcoming tour: "I have been waiting my whole life for this 

opportunity to meet with our service men and women on the front lines. They are the real heroes. I’m truly looking forward to 

thanking them for their service in person and share some of my experiences with adversity during Apollo 13. I'm sure it's going 

to be an extraordinary experience.” 

“The United States servicemen and women put their lives on the line every day to ensure our freedom here at home,” 

said Captain Steve Blankenship, Managing Director -- Veterans Initiatives at American Airlines. “In association with some of 

the nation’s most revered aerospace legends, all of us at American Airlines are honored to partner with the ‘Legends of 

Aerospace’ Tour to help bring these great Americans overseas to connect with our troops as they protect our nation’s freedom.” 

During the tour, 30-40 minute panel discussions will be conducted in auditorium settings on military bases and naval 

vessels, with David Hartman as the host of the program. Panel discussions will be followed by an opportunity for meet and 

greets, photographs, etc. The Legends also will have an opportunity to visit with wounded troops at Landstuhl Regional 

Medical Center. 

“The troops serving downrange and their families are always happy to get a little taste of home while serving 

overseas,” said Captain (USMC) Jamie Fleischhacker, Circuit Manager with Armed Forces Entertainment, who will be 

coordinating the tour. “And nothing says ‘America’ more than bringing together for our men and women in uniform these 

amazing legends who have each served their country so honorably.” 



                                            

The tour will log more than 15,000 flight miles, with tour sponsor American Airlines providing round-trip, trans-

Atlantic transportation for tour participants. The Legends expect to meet with more than 10,000 troops, give away thousands of 

items, sign autographs, give motivational speeches and have numerous meet and greets with troops. 

Armed Forces Entertainment is the official Department of Defense agency providing entertainment for American 

troops stationed around the world. Armed Forces Entertainment has coordinated numerous military assets to fly the tour 

participants to bases downrange in Southwest Asia. Documentation for the tour will be provided by Morale Entertainment 

Foundation staff, augmented by broadcast crews from FOX News. 

American Airlines has a long history of supporting the armed forces and veterans. The company places a strong 

emphasis on its military and veterans initiatives and supports active members of the military, veterans and their families when 

they travel by offering special military airfares. 

Morale Entertainment has been in the planning stages of the Legends of Aerospace tour for more than nine months. 

They are pleased to see it come to fruition in such an inspiring fashion. “We certainly enjoy the opportunity to bring great 

Americans together like these Legends and to provide a boost to our brave men and women downrange,” said Morale 

Entertainment Tour Director, Thomas M. Lee. 

The Intrepid Air & Space Museum will be the site of a “Welcome Home” event in New York City on Saturday, March 

13 following the return of the “Legends of Aerospace Tour” to the United States. 
 
About Armed Forces Entertainment: Armed Forces Entertainment is the official Department of Defense agency for 
providing entertainment to U.S. military personnel serving overseas, with priority given to those in contingency operations and 
at remote and isolated locations. The Department of the Air Force is the executive agent of Armed Forces Entertainment. 
Founded in 1951, Armed Forces Entertainment brings a touch of home to more than 500,000 troops annually, embracing the 
best of Americana that stretches across all genres of entertainment. Visit www.armedforcesentertainment.com for more 
information. 

 
About American Airlines: American Airlines, American Eagle and AmericanConnection® serve 250 cities in 40 countries 
with, on average, more than 3,400 daily flights. The combined network fleet numbers more than 900 aircraft. American's 
award-winning Web site, AA.com®, provides users with easy access to check and book fares, plus personalized news, 
information and travel offers. American Airlines is a founding member of the oneworld® Alliance, which brings together some 
of the best and biggest names in the airline business, enabling them to offer their customers more services and benefits than 
any airline can provide on its own. Together, its members serve nearly 700 destinations in more than 130 countries and 
territories. American Airlines, Inc. and American Eagle Airlines, Inc. are subsidiaries of AMR Corporation. AmericanAirlines, 
American Eagle, AmericanConnection, AA.com, We know why you fly and AAdvantage are registered trademarks of American 
Airlines, Inc. (NYSE: AMR) 
 
About Morale Entertainment: Morale Entertainment was established as a labor of love and respect to our fighting men and 
women by a small group of patriots from the entertainment, broadcasting, government and business fields. They perceived a 
need to increase entertainment opportunities for our warfighters deployed abroad. To address this important need, Morale 
Entertainment was founded on a vision to bring to our warfighters the “Best of America.” Additionally, by videotaping each 
event, producing broadcast–quality programming, Morale Entertainment envisions bringing families closer to their warriors, 
and raising awareness of ordinary citizens as to the extraordinary sacrifices of those who wear the uniform. Visit 
www.moraleentertainment.org for more information. 
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