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U.S. Troops and PGA Tour Veterans to Bond Over Golf on “Operation Links” USO Tour to Persian Gulf

ARLINGTON, Va. – The USO and the Professional Golfers' Association of America (PGA), will soon deploy seven golf professionals and sports commentators to the Persian Gulf on a week-long entertainment tour.  The tour, entitled “Operation Links: For the Troops,” is also made possible by Armed Forces Entertainment.      
On a mission to bring troops a touch of home to boost morale, the group will visit more than a dozen military installations, hit balls with troops and demonstrate an array of golfing techniques.  Among those making the 24-hour journey to the war-torn region are:

· Eight-time European PGA tour winner and award-winning writer/CBS Sports broadcaster David Feherty; 

· Two-time PGA tour winner Donnie Hammond;

· Award-winning artist/Golf Magazine illustrator Victor Juhasz;

· National Long Drive Champion Brian Pavlet;

· Two-time Long Drive Champion Art Sellinger;

· Golf Channel on-air personality Kelly Tilghman; and

· Three-time PGA tour winner Howard Twitty
A welcome distraction for those currently serving overseas, the USO’s “Operation Links” tour has deployed 12 golfers to the Persian Gulf region since 2006.  Last November, Feherty, Twitty and five other PGA tour veterans trekked to the region, where they visited military hospitals, toured remote bases and signed more that 50,000 autographs.  During the tour, the group also talked golf, led clinics and gave troops tips on how to improve their game. 
“Last year’s tour was life-altering,” said Feherty.  “All jokes aside, golf is a shared language in the Persian Gulf.  It helps our troops ease the stress of being far from home and in harm's way.  I’m honored to be a part of the USO’s long-standing tradition of supporting our military.”
Founded in 1916, the PGA is a long-time advocate for the USO, supporting initiatives like Operation Phone Home and USO tours.  PGA golfers who recently toured with the USO include Butch Harmon, Joe Inman, Jerry Kelly, Tom Lehman, Frank Lickliter and Corey Pavin.

AT&T, Inc. is the official telecommunications sponsor of this USO entertainment tour. For a list of recent and upcoming USO tours, visit www.uso.org/whatwedo/entertainment.  To learn more about the USO or to find out how to support the troops, visit www.uso.org. 
# # #

About the USO
The USO (United Service Organizations) provides morale, welfare and recreational services to U.S. military personnel and their families.  The USO is a nonprofit, charitable organization, relying on the generosity of the American people to support its programs and services.  The USO is supported by Worldwide Strategic Partners AT&T Inc., BAE Systems, Blackwater Worldwide, Clear Channel Communications, The Coca-Cola Company, Gallery Furniture, S & K Sales Co., and TriWest Healthcare Alliance.  Other corporate donors, including the United Way and Combined Federal Campaign (CFC-11381), have joined thousands of individual donors to support the USO.  For more information, please visit www.uso.org.
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The “Operation Links‿ tour participants include:
• Two-time PGA tour winner Donnie Hammond - 1
• Two-time PGA tour winner Jerry Kelly - 2
• Two-time PGA tour winner Frank Lickliter II - 3
• Corey Pavin, winner of the 1995 U.S. Open - 4
• National Long Drive Champion Brian Pavlet - 5
• Two-time Long Drive Champion Art Sellinger - 6
• Three-time PGA Tour winner Howard Twitty - 7
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Among those touring are five-time PGA tour winner and award-winning writer/broadcaster David Feherty - 8, PGA tour winner and renowned golf instructor Butch Harmon - 9, PGA tour winner Joe Inman - 10, five-time PGA winner Tom Lehman - 11, two-time PGA tour winner Frank Lickliter, three-time PGA tour winner Howard Twitty and 39-time PGA tour winner Tom Watson - 12.
